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Synopsis

Selected by Forbes.com as one of the 12 best books about birds and birding in 2016 This
much-anticipated third edition of the Handbook of Bird Biology is an essential and comprehensive
resource for everyone interested in learning more about birds, from casual bird watchers to formal
students of ornithology. Wherever you study birds your enjoyment will be enhanced by a better
understanding of the incredible diversity of avian lifestyles. Arising from the renowned Cornell Lab of
Ornithology and authored by a team of experts from around the world, the Handbook covers all
aspects of avian diversity, behaviour, ecology, evolution, physiology, and conservation. Using
examples drawn from birds found in every corner of the globe, it explores and distills the many
scientific discoveries that have made birds one of our best known - and best loved - parts of the
natural world. This edition has been completely revised and is presented with more than 800 full
color images. It provides readers with a tool for life-long learning about birds and is suitable for bird
watchers and ornithology students, as well as for ecologists, conservationists, and resource
managers who work with birds. The Handbook of Bird Biology is the companion volume to the
Cornell LabA¢a -a,¢s renowned distance learning course, Ornithology: Comprehensive Bird

Biology.
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Customer Reviews

"This wonderful handbook provides a crystal-clear introduction to every fascinating aspect of bird



biology. It will now be my own first reference source about birds, and it should be yours, too -
regardless of whether you are a backyard bird watcher, a hard-core birder, or a professional
ornithologist." Jared Diamond, Professor of Geography at the University of California-Los Angeles,
specialist on New Guinea birds, and Pulitzer-Prize winning author."This new edition of the Cornell
Lab of Ornithology’s Handbook of Bird Biology isA A a stunning resource for professionals and
amateurs alike. It is graced by color photos spilling off nearly every page and filled with clear yet
detailed interpretations of the latest ornithological discoveries. One can’t achieve a better mix of
technical accuracy and a pleasing, accessible format. It's all here - bird evolution, ecology,
physiology, conservation, and much more." Scott V. Edwards, Alexander Agassiz Professor of

Zoology and Curator of Ornithology at Harvard University.

THE CORNELL LAB OF ORNITHOLOGY HANDBOOK OF BIRD BIOLOGY Irby J. Lovette and
John W. Fitzpatrick, Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Cornell University, USA A¢a -A“ This wonderful
handbook provides a crystal-clear introduction to every fascinating aspect of bird biology. It will now
be my own first reference source about birds, and it should be yours, too A¢a -4 « regardless of
whether you are a backyard bird watcher, a hard-core birder, or a professional ornithologist.A¢a —As
Jared Diamond, Professor of Geography at the University of California-Los Angeles, specialist on
New Guinea birds, and Pulitzer-Prize winning author A¢a -A“ This new edition of the Cornell Lab of
OrnithologyA¢a -a,¢s Handbook of Bird Biology is a stunning resource for professionals and
amateurs alike. It is graced by color photos spilling off nearly every page and filled with clear yet
detailed interpretations of the latest ornithological discoveries. One canA¢a -a,¢t achieve a better
mix of technical accuracy and a pleasing, accessible format. ItA¢a -a,¢s all here A¢a -4 « bird
evolution, ecology, physiology, conservation, and much more.A¢a —Ae« Scott V. Edwards, Alexander
Agassiz Professor of Zoology and Curator of Ornithology at Harvard University Birds thrive in all
conditions, from urban neighborhoods to the remotest oceans, the driest deserts, and the wettest
rainforests. From the tiniest hummingbird to the largest ostrich, their varied forms fascinate us

A¢a -a « from drab to ostentatious, silent to raucous, earthbound to global nomad. This
much-anticipated third edition of the Handbook of Bird Biology is an essential and comprehensive
resource for everyone interested in learning more about birds, from casual bird watchers to formal
students of ornithology. Wherever you study birds, your enjoyment will be enhanced by a better
understanding of the incredible diversity of avian lifestyles. Arising from the renowned Cornell Lab of
Ornithology and written by a team of experts from around the world, the handbook covers all

aspects of avian diversity, behavior, ecology, evolution, physiology, and conservation. Using



examples drawn from birds found in every corner of the globe, it explores and distills the many
scientific discoveries that have made birds one of our best known A¢a -a * and best loved A¢a -4 -
features of the natural world. This edition has been completely revised and is presented with more
than 800 full-color images. It provides readers with a tool for life-long learning about birds and is
suitable for bird watchers and ornithology students, as well as for ecologists, conservationists, and
resource managers who work with birds. For additional resources please visitbirdbiology.org

www.wiley.com

| got this for a friend who loves birds, but when it came in the mail | decided to keep it for myself
instead. | love the way it explains how birds do all of the amazing things that they do, all with
beautiful photographs and illustrations. This is not a book to read cover-to-cover, but whenever |
look something up here | find myself reading more and more, usually far beyond my original
question. It seems to me like a book written by real experts, but for people like me who just have a
general interest in birds. | wish | could go back decades and become a college student to use this

book in a class.

Though I'm not an ornithologist, I'm fascinated by the depth and clarity of this comprehensive
textbook. It is beautifully illustrated with full color photos, drawings and graphs. The organization
takes the reader on a step by step exploration of every aspect of bird biology in all parts of our

world.

This college-level text is accessible to anyone with an interest in things avian. Begins with the
evolutionary roots and considers species from all over the world. Excellent photos, diagrams and
illustrations, glossary, index, web links, and clear writing. If you're ready to tackle in in-depth study

of birds, look no further. But be advise: think text book - this is not, per se, a handbook.

The Handbook of Bird Biology is a thorough, comprehensive coverage of topics in the origins,
taxonomy, anatomy, behavior, plumage, migrations, and distribution of birds, including the latest
evidence from the fossil record and molecular genetics to inform avian systematics and the

sometimes surprising relationships among groups of bird families and species.

This comprehensively written and superbly illustrated book on ornithology from the Cornell Lab of

Bird Biology (published by Wiley) is the pinnacle of avian education for the general population of



bird lovers (ornithologists without degrees) out there. Reading this book is the next best thing to
actually becoming an ornithologist. However, the reference to "handbook" in the title is a misnomer;
this hefty hardcover book contains over 700 pages and includes just about everything you would
ever want to know about birds. Although it's written for bird enthusiasts, a high school graduate or
junior college reading level is required. In fact, some colleges have adopted previous versions of
this book for its introductory course in ornithology, and this new edition is destined to become the
authoritative resource for the first- or second-year college student. | would positively recommend
this marvelous work for anyone who desires more than a basic education about birds. Although this
book covers a great deal of "scientific" information, it is easily readable and understandable at the
recommended reading level. By reading this book from cover-to-cover, you can justifiably call
yourself a citizen ornithologist in my humble opinion. If you love birds, you will definitely love this
book!

A must have if you are a novice or expert bird enthusiast - - beautifully written, so informative.

Excellent purchase.

| love it! Thanks to the authors

Needed the book for the course
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